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plained by the zeal of the innovator alone. Leoniceno and
Manardi had made the discovery for him; he had little more
to do than translate into German what he had learned in Italy.
HIPPOCRATES
Not anatomy alone, all science seemed to be contradictory
and doomed to failure. The complaint, taken up later by the
authors of the Faustus poems, that "we cannot know for cer-
tain," rings through Paracelsus' works in many contexts.
"Their doctoring has given people the idea that all medi-
cine is a fraud and a hoax. Peasants know more than they.
Isn't it a shame that a municipal doctor with a salary should
not be able to care for his patients, whereas others, who have
not studied medicine, are?" 7
In Ferrara, however, Theophrastus found friends and teachers
of the same opinion. Moreover a tradition of non-"frag-
mentary" medicine existed among the Platonists in friendly
Florence. Ficino (1433-1499), who had translated and repub-
lished Plato's works, is one of the few philosophers whom Para-
celsus praised without qualification; significantly, he called him
a "great physician," though Ficino is little known as a doctor.
Another Platonist and cabbalist of whom Paracelsus thought
highly was Pico della Mirandola, the friend and correspondent
of Rufus Mutianus. The works of these authors were available
at Ferrara, and disciples of their Florentine Academy taught
there. Incidentally, Ficino and Pico had their ideological roots
in masonic or pious fraternities similar to those "Brothers of
the Common Lot" with whom Theophrastus had wandered.
Furthermore the teacher of Leoniceno, and his predecessor
in the chair, was Michael Savonarola, grandfather of Fra Giro-
lamo, the saintly dictator of Florence. Savonarola had criticized